
Nebraska Watercraft Inspection Protocol 

By: Allison Zach, Nebraska Invasive Species Program 
Contact: Email: azach3@unl.edu, Phone: (402) 472-3133, Website: http://neinvasives.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clean-Drain-Dry Inspection Checklist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch a watercraft inspection 
demonstration at this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JaRquD
XOsQk 

Wakeboard Boats and Jet Boats normally have ballast tanks or ballast bags that do not completely drain, 
Follow the high risk inspection protocol on pg. 5 to inspect these watercrafts. 

Use Log sheet on pg. 4 to document inspections 
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Can I disinfect my watercraft using bleach or other chemicals? 
Hot water or drying are the recommended decontamination methods in Nebraska. 
Chemicals, such as bleach, have not been proven to be effective in disinfecting all 
AIS and may damage your watercraft and equipment, so caution should be taken. 
Vinegar can be an effective method to decontaminate areas that do not drain 
completely; however, again, this can damage your watercraft and equipment. 
Dipping equipment into 100% vinegar for 20 minutes will help to kill harmful 
aquatic hitchhiker species. Chlorine and vinegar are corrosive to metal and toxic to 
fish at this concentration, so thoroughly rinse with tap water. Ensure that the 
solution does not run-off directly into waterways.  

Also, a 1 % table salt solution for 24 hours can replace the vinegar dip. This table 
provides correct mixtures for the 1 % salt solution in water: 

Gallons of 
Water 

Cups of 
Salt 

 Gallons of 
Water 

Cups of 
Salt 

5 2/3 50 6 ¼

10 1 ¼ 100 12 2/3 

25 3

If hot water is not available, spray equipment such as boats, motors, trailers, 
anchors, decoys, floats, nets, with high-pressure water, and always allow 
enough time to DRY Equipment. 

What is recommended if watercraft will be used again in less than five days 
from previous use? 
Day Use Decontamination Procedures: 
1. Remove any clinging material such as plants, animals and mud from anchor,
boat, motor, and trailer.
2. Remove the plug (if applicable) and drain the water from the bilge, live-well and
any other compartments that could hold water. Drain water from engine and engine
cooling system(s).
3. Ensure watercraft, vehicle, equipment, or conveyance are allowed to dry
completely.
4. Replace bilge drain plug and disinfect the bilge by pouring in not less than one
gallon of vinegar; the vinegar can be drained from the bilge upon arrival at home
(vinegar can be reused several times).
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